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uo further amendment; and that it is well adapted 1o 5, 20
wants, situation and exigencies of our people. -
In addition to these extrinsic difficulties, your compi,. §
tee were not without apprehension of conflicting view, 38
and opinions, in their own body, likely 10 embarrass (hi; 3
proceedings. Some being citizens of one shore, and par S8
of the other, they might be supposed to cherish corres. S8
pondent partialities, and mutual distrust: and ccming, 5 08
they do, from different parts of the state, and, in so for, S
representing different interests, it was not unreasonable 3
to anticipate a divided feeling, upon many of the prop. §
sitions, upon which they would be required to pass. By §
they aetermined, if possible, to merge these mingr djs. 28
tinctions, in the higher and common title of cir1zexsop S
MaRYLAND; and to look to the general welfare,—to the
whole state, and to every portion of the state, in its vari- Z8
ous interests, its relations, and its dependencies. They SHE
determined, moreover, to bring with them, into their con. ik
feren es, so much of the spirit of compromise, and of mu- 3
tual concession, as might be consistent, in each, with1 38
conscientious discharge of his duty. Under ihese auspi-
ces, they have come to the conelusions, which are embo- 3
died in this report. :
The primary question, submitted to the decision of
your committee, had relation to the power of the General !
Assembly to call a convention, and provide for ilie elee:
tion of its members. 'Pm:_y WETE unauuuuua}y of the %
opinion, that the General Assembly has no such power. ;
i'hey believe that the passage of a law for that purpose, ;
without a previous altzration of the eonstitution, would :
not merely be the usurpation of a power not entrusted;
but a plain violation of an express article of the constitu-
tion. The 59th article is in the following words.—*That
this Form of Government, and the Declaration of Rights,
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and no part thereof, shall be altered, changed or abolished, 3
unless a bill so to alter change or abolish the same, shall ;
pass the General Assembly and bhe published st least :
three months before a new election, and shall be conbrm- "3
ed by the General Assembly, after a new election of de- 38
legates, in the firsi session after such new election; provl- 3y
ded that nothing in this Form of Government, whichre- 25
lates to the Eastern Shore pirticularly, shall at any Umé 3
Jerealiwr be altered, unless for the alteration and confir-
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